
Appendix 6 

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 
Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Board 
 

1.0 Purpose of Update 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of the 
Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Advisory Board and any issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting of SMB. 

2.0 Board Meeting Update 

2.1 The last meeting of the Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Advisory Board 
took place on 7 February 2023. At the meeting the Board received reports and 
presentations on: 

• Joint Area SEND Inspection Revisit 

• Post-Ofsted Inspection Improvement Plan 

• LGR Update 
 

3.2 At the meeting Members noted the significant progress that Cumbria as a 
system had made between 2019 and 2022 in terms of SEND improvement, 
with significant progress in 7 out of the 9 areas highlighted for improvement. 
Members also made specific comments for further activity in the new 
authorities, especially regarding facilities in Carlisle. They also highlighted 
SEND transition to adult social care as a priority going forward and improving 
access to mental health services for children with SEND. I would also like to 
stress the leadership that Dan Barton and his team including Sian Rees has 
played in making this happen.  

3.3 With regard to the Ofsted Inspection Members were satisfied with the actions 
for improvement and one of the Board members for Kendal was satisfied that 
her queries from the previous Board had been looked into.  

3.4 Members noted the latest position on LGR progress for children and families 
services, and thanked officers for progressing with this while dealing with 
major inspections into Children’s Services and SEND. Members did, however, 
raise their concerns that there will be continuity going forward and that there is 
the right level of political and officer oversight to maintain the current trend of 
improvement.  

3.5 The portfolio holder for Children’s Services spoke thanking the Board and the 
officer support it has received, noting its role in the Council’s children’s 
improvement journey since 2015, and for its work with the Corporate 
Parenting Board over the same period.  

3.6  The Board briefing was well received and Board Members thanked all the 
officers involved in the Board over the past few years. As chair I also thanked 
the Policy and Scrutiny Advisor who has been exceptional in his support, and 
whose committed, diligent and affable approach has been key to the board’s 



success. I believe that it will be vital that the two new authorities continue to 
support scrutiny officers with his level of skills and abilities. 

 
4.0 Conclusion 

4.1 The Board has been successful in the past years as can be seen from the final 
set of reports it received, which sets a strong baseline for the two new Councils 
are they set up their scrutiny arrangements for children and family services.  

 

Chair: Councillor Phil Dew 
February 2023 

 

 


